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Grae toyou and peace from God theFather and our Lord JesusChrist.

| am honoread to be presenting thekey noteaddress at thisyear’ sNationd Workshop on Christian
Unity. When | wasinvited by Fr. Daniel Hamby on behdf of themembea's of theplanning
committee, | readily accepted — in part because | have been a strong supporter of theNationa

Workshop and its work in providing information about thewider ecumenical movement and in
promoting and training leaders for local and regiona ecumenism acrossthe life of our churches

and our nation. | also accepted, in part because of thepersona connection | fed in returning to
Pittsburgh, where in 1977 | attended my first National Workshop on Christian Unity . At that
timel was 31 yearsold, just back in the Sates after serving for three y ears on the staff of the

Commission on Faithand Order of theWarld Council of Churches. Tha event, for me, was a
powerful moment in my own life and ecumenical formation. | bdieve it wasthefirst time that

the Workshop wasco-sponsored by a locd conciliar ecumenical organization: the Christian
Associates of Southwest Pennsy Ivania. | recall writing toseverd colleagies in Geneva
Switzerland about that gathering of some 350 Christiansrepresenting churchesand confessions
across the whole spectrumof the ecumenica movement. It was an amazing gathering! | went on
toadd in my letters (we didn’t know of email back then) that “ unfortunately, theNWCU is
probably thebest kept secret in theecumenical movemert.” | still believe thereis morepotentia
for Christian unity assembled in thisroom than most of usdare to acknowledge or dareto
dream.

S0, it’sgrea tobe back totheNational Workshop and toPittsburgh, back to join again with so
many longtime friends and colleagues, “ Togetherwith Glad and Generous Hearts.”

e | want to thank Clare Chapman for her gracious introdudion.

e | want to cdebrate the magificent opening worship service last night and the powerfu
sermon by Bishop Donald M cCoid.

e | am excited about the breadth and depthof thesaminars that are being offered in this

y ear sworkshop —which together represent the new agenda in the ecumenica  movement
of the 21% century. It is an amazing rich offering, along with aplenary session on the

topicof racism, and a closing address by Br. Jeff Gros.

e And, | am surethatthere are great things happening in thedifferent networksand
progams that are being offered in building thefdlowship and shaping thefuture work of
each of your communions in the urgent tasksof harvesting, reception, epanding
partnerships between and anong our churches.

It’sgeat tobe herein Pittsburgh where | hope our day stogether will contributeto theongoing
ministry of the Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvaniaas it serves to be “aunifying



voice in thename of JesusChrist for themission of the Gospel and thewholeness of
communities.”

In thiskey noteaddress | plan to dofour things:

1% —to offer some reflections on the “ stateof theecumenical movement today” in reviewving the
landscape of our current efforts in seeking Christian unity [or rather, | would say: “inseeking to
manifest God’ s gift of unity, oneness, and reconciliation in JesusChrist withinthe whde family
of God'speople”]

2”d—toidentify what | seeto be mgjor frontiers for theeaumenica movement that call us from
our aurrent landscape into areas and challenges still before us inthis journey .

3" _tooffer a spedfic proposal for the future of theNWCU as away to moveus frombeing the
“bedt kept secret” intoa new role of encouraging greater engagement by all of our churches in
common witness, service and the mission of unity and reconciliaion aswe look tothecoming
decade in hopeandin confidence.

4" and findly -- topresent some persond reflections about the ecumenical vision, taskand
caling today.

|. Reflections on thestateof the ecumenical movement today

Bishop Dondld M cCoid offered a quick overview last evening in his sermon tha identified we
are living inatime of new divisions within and between churches and Christians; and for some
obseavers, we appear to be stuck ina perpetua season of winter.

Asl preparedfor this address | was surprised to discover the large number of articles and books
that have recently been written onthe current stateof ecumenism in our churches by persons
who have offered sgnificant leadeaship innational and international settings; in bilateral
dialogues and multilateral conversations; and those whoare giving primary attentionto
confessiond ecumenism and thoseengaged in conciliar ecumenism. And fromthis review of a
widevariety of voices and perspedives--from the Vatican to aloca community of churches in
the Eastern Areaof Louisville -- what | discovered was asurprisng convergence around the
shapeand landscape of theecumenical movement today .

Cardina Walter Kasper, president emeritus of thePontifica Council for Promating Christian

Unity in Rome—in arecent articlein Ecumenical Trendsthat addressed “ avision of Christian
unity for thenext generation,” looking back to the2 TVaican Council and theenthusiasm for

ecumenism that was generded for the cause of Christian Unity between thedivided churches —
asked himsdf, “ After 50 years of ggnificant engegement, what did we redly achieve? The
ecumenical enthusiasm of thedecades after the 2™ Vatican Coundil is over. Theprevious

enthusiasmin our Church and in most other churches and church comnmunities has gone; many
peopleare dsappointed and ask: ‘Doesit still make senseto engage in thisissue? Can we ever

make substantia progress and reach the goal of visible unity ? Isit not an unredistic dream and
ausdess utopia? |secumenism adead relic of the2™ Vaican Council?"*



Butthen immediatdy he answers these questionswith afundamental answer: “Ecumenism is not
ahuman invention, not apolitical issue of interes. Ecumenism is founded on thewords of our
Lord, himsdf —*‘may they al be one’ n2

Dr. Michael Kinnamon, thecurrent General Secragary of theNational Council of Churdhes (who
wasthekeynotespeaker for the 2008 Nationa Workshop) offered atheme that he believes runs
throughout theecumenical movement today. Hestated,” Theecumenicd movement isitself in
great danger of fragmenting One split is between an ecumenism that focuses on bilatera
thedogca didogues — and an ecumenisian that is expressed through conciliar life. One eement
focuses uponthe goal of Eucharistic communion that can be achieved through painstaking
thedogcd didogue aimed a therecovery of the Church's apogolicfaith; theather elanent
focuses uponinter-denominational coopeaation, and is only interested inecclesia unity tothe
extent that such unity contributesto greater peaceand jugticeinthe world.”® Fdth and Order,
Lifeand Work — and for many, Mission and Evangelism — continue to operatein isolation (or at
best, they exist in an uneasy tension).

Dr. Kinnamon also does nat leave it therefor he too affirms that “ none of thesetensions can be
sustained if our foaus is on God’ sinitiative — towhich we respond, in which weparticipate.”*
Kinnamon concludes witha quotefrom the message of theFirst World Council of Churches
Assambly in Amsterdam, “It is nat in our power to banish sin and death from the earth, or to
create theunity of the holy Catholic Church. Butit is within thepower of God. God has given us
at Easter thecertainty that his purposewill be accomplished. By our acts of obedience and faith
we can set up signs which point tothe coming vidory o

Andthere ae other voices, other challenges, that continueto beexpressed both from within the
ecumenical movement and from thoseoutside.

Dr. Doudas John Hall, aretired professorof thedogy at M cGill University in Montred, has
writtenthat in the ecumenical movement today we must recognize wherethered divisons are
within thecdhurch-- and they are nolonger in the16™ century theologcd and ecclesiological
disputes, but in therelities of our 21% century world.
e Issuesof pasond, institutionsand sy stemicraciam.
e Issuesaround our understanding of human sexuality and relationships—especidly those
related to homosexudity, theordination of gay and leshian persons, and gay mariage.
e Hedso notes thegowing division between Chrigians and churches around thewhole
range of issuessurroundingwar and violence, support of one snational policies and
wha it means toadively seek pesce.
e Findly, thereare theurgent issuesof stewardship of theearth, theecologica crisis, and
carefor our environment as amatter of our faith.

For Hall, and for many Christians, these ae not Sde issues or secondary issues, but are centra to
our pursuit of, and witnessto, Christian unity in today’ sworld.

Thedogans from racial/ethnic communities here in North America and from the southern
hemisphere(Latin America Africa, and Asia) are calling for thesolidarity withthepoor, the

oppressed, women, minorities and those on themargins of society — voices that see libeation
and justice & the heart of the ecumenica agenda if thechurch istobe afaithful witnessto the



Good Newsproclaimed in Christ—- not for the sake of thechurch, but for thesae, salvation and
liberation of our societies and world. [T hescripturetext in last night’s worship servicefrom
Isaieh 58 reflects their primary agendas: toloose thebonds of injustice, tolet the oppressed go
free, tofeed thehungry, to cover the naked, thenyour light shall break forth like the davn.]

Dr. William T abbemee, thenew Executive Director of the Oklahoma Conference of Churches
and host of the 2012 National Workshop in Oklahoma City, haswrittenabout a“ new
ecumenism” that has emerged, not somudh built upon ageement but one that focusesupon
differences as a way tomove our churchesto greater unity in Christ: thedifferences beween
unity and uniformity ; between built comparativeecclesidogy and ecumenica theology; between
ecumenism and intefaith dalogue and between full koinonia and cooperation. This new
ecumenism embrages diversity and accepts controversy as part of our understanding of the
ecumenical quest today .’

Onefind insight about thecurrent landscgpe of the ecumenicad movement —and itisaword
fromCardind Cormac M urphy-O’ Connor, the Roman Catholic Archbishop in England who
presented apaper on the occasion of the4o™ Anniversary of thepromulgation of the Decree on
Ecumenism. He identified three complementary goproachesin the churd’'s ecumenical witness:
the ecumenism of truth, spiritual ecumenism, and the ecumenism of life Hethenwent on to
identify theinhibiting factorstoday that often undermine our ecumenicd efforts: the “ three
enemies” of ecumenism are suspidon (thefear of adiluting of thetruth), inertia(wherewe pay
lip service to ecumenism but we do not live it outin our daily life), and impatience (wantingto
move ahead without thesanction of the authoritiesand without theeducation of thepeople).7

Il. Frontigson the horizon

Withall of thisas background —wordsbath of caution, hopeand commitment —where do wesee
the mgjor frontiersthat call and challenge us tonew agendas and relationshipsin our journey to
unity in Christ?

1* frontier, where work has already begun, but must be carried further if it is togive new life to
the ecumenical venture, isin thearea of harvesting and of reception.

In his review of thepast 40yearsof ecumenical work and dialogue since the2™ Vatican
Council, Cadina Kasper dbserved,— “ It may be useful tobear in mind that theecumenical
documents produced during the last decades at the internationd level (leaving aside themany
regonal and local documents) now comprise three thick volumes, all together 2,310 pages.” He
asked, “Who can reed dl this stuff?And indeed, whowantsto?'®

M o4 of thisdocumentationis not redly received in the churches, neithe at thehierarchicd nor
the gass roatslevel. Oftenit is only destined for the bookshelf. And Cadinal Kasper say shecan
well undersand lay peoplewho disappointedly ask: “ Where and what we are the concrete
results, and what isthe visible outcome of your illuminated discussionsand doauments?’ ’



Harvesting thefruits is afirst step -- but the next step, thenext frontier, is to make the results of
the harvest available and accessible topeoplein our churches. Harvested fruits— no metter how
good — mugt be made available, orthey will soonspoil and rot and lose their vdue.

2" frontier is that of interfaith encegement and didloque.

Back in thesumme of 2007 when M uslim leaders from around the world issued their open letter
tothe Chrigian world — “ A Common Word Between Us (M uslims) and You (Christians).” It was
fascinating to see how andto whom they addressed thisletter: first to thePope then tothe
Archbishop of Canterbury,tothe BEcumenica Patriarch of the Orthodox Churches, the General
Secretary of the WCC; and dso to heads of Chrigian World Conmmunions (Lutheran World
Fedaation, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, M ethodist, Andicans, M ennonites,
Disdples and Baptists). It wasintaestingto see how they understood their Christian
counterparts. Forme, it was even more interesting to see how the Chrigian world might respond
togg her — to make acommon response* to their common word.”

Somehow the chalenge, thefrontier, of interreligous engagement pressesall of us to understand
how we areviewed by othe faiths— and to discover our common Chrigtian voice and witness.

3" frontier is theemerging encounter, didogue and relationshipswith Evangelical and
Pentecostal Christians and communities. Thisencounter has found a new expression here in
United Satesin abody known as Christian Churches Together [and ontheinternationd leve,
thissame dynamicis taking place in the Globa Christian Forum].

M sg. John Radano has identified this development as one of thepromisng initiationsin the
ecumenica movement in thelast decade: serving as a“ neutral place where Christians who
gengaly had not spokento each ather before, or had negative contact inaform which one side
would cal proselytism, could come together in an unthrestening context.”*® Andin tha
encounter, Pentecostal /Evangelicd Chrigians and “ mainline Christians’ (Orthodox, Protestart,
Andican, Catholics—togeher) have begun tobuld mutual trust and tosee each other for the
firsttime asabrother or sisterin Christ.

Dr. Wonsuk M a, aK orean Evangdica who teaches at Oxford University in Engand, delivered
the key noteaddress at the first intenational gatheing of the Global Christian Forum in Limuru,
Kenya whee heidentified theimage of two siblings who had been separated & birth who were
now meeting for thefirst time - and finding their shared, common identity as brothersand siste's
in Christ. Twosiblings: the Pentecostal movement that had itsfocus on‘ spreading out’ in

faithfulnessto the Holy Spirit; and the ecumenicd movement that had thedy namic of ‘gathering
in" in faithfulness to the cdl to our unity s Chrigians and as churches, now coming together in

shared life in theTriune God.

Thechalenge tousis not to bask in thegory of theseinternational and nationd encounters, but
tobring tothissame dy namic for our locd communities.

Thesethreefrontiersare competing tasksthat would pullus in different directions out on the
horizon, but are complementary and interrelated: (1) harvesting, making accessble, and the



reception of thefruits of thesepad 50 yeas; (2) interfaith didogue andinterreligious
engagement; and, (3) reaching outand opening ourselves to encounter Evangelical and
Pentecostal brothers and sisters asone family in Christ.

1. A Proposal

| want to turn briefly toa proposd for thefuturedf this body, theNational Workshop on
Christian Unity. And, I’mgoing toget specific. Threeyearsago M ichad Kinnamon inhis

key noteaddress tothe 2008 Workshop asked, “ What if thisbody (and he recognized that the
National Workshopis not an organization) —wha if thisbody issued a satement to all of our
churches ingsting that unity is notan optionandthat it renains an urgert priority ?Whet if we
issued a staement that lifted up both God sgft and call and theurgent necessity of our human
response?’ Such asatement could build uponthestatement quated by Bishop M cCoidlast night
fromPopeBenediad X VI, in his declaration that “ Christian unity is amoral imperative of the
Gospd,” which echoes thewords of the Decree on Ecumenism from the2™ Vaican Council that
“division among Christians contradicts the will of Christ, scanddizes the world, and damages
that most hdy cause, the preaching of the Gospeltoevery creature.”

Canwetogeher, next year in Oklehoma City, issue astaementto al of our churches together —
urging this holy cause — inviting them toreceive the fruits of theharvest; to discover our
common witness as Christians in an interfaith world; andto seek out our Evangdical and
Pentecostal brothersand sistersin Christ beginning in common pray er, praise and worship?

V. Persond Refledions

Let me condude withthreebrief personal reflections onmy ownpersonal ecumenical journey
for over 38years of activeparticipation and leadeaship withinthe ecumenical movement.

1%: | am convinced that theecumenical movement in the futuremust recapturea sense of the
scandal of division built Christians. Ecumenism is not jus one more program on the churches’
agenda; it isrelated tothevery core of what it means to be church today! And from this senseof
scandal, weneed torecapture theimportance of confession as individuds and as churches for the
sin of our division.

Themost memorable and powerfu moment in my involvement in National Workshopson
Christian Unity took placein 1980, in Sedtle, a the opening waorship sevice inthe Roman
Catholic Cahedra when each of the “ bishops” of the various churches and judicatoriesin the

Sesttle area began that service by geppingforward (led by Roman Catholic A rchbishop
Hunthausen) to dedare, “ I confess beforeGod and before thisgahered community tha my

church has participatedin thesin of dividing the church, theBody of Christ.” True ecumenicd
engagement begins in confession. It is often said that “ confession is good for the soul.” | believe
deeply that confesson good for the “ soul” of theecumenica movement. It changes how we meet
oneanother — as fellow sinners - ¢anding in need of God sgrace and forgveness and love.

2" reflection: | cortinue tobelieve that agrowing divide within thechurch today and within our
sepaatecommunions and dhurches is between those who hold abasic goproachthat iseither



inclusive or exclusive. Thisattitude, thisapproach, impacts how one reads scripture,
undegirding the naure of the Church, of salvation, of the truth of Jesus Christ. And thisattitude
and approach is not only found within thechurches, but within our sociay.

Jesuspray edthat “ they may al beone sothat theworld may believe.” My questionis: “ What
partof ‘al’ don’t we understand?”

Findly, andvery personally,in my own life oneof the grongest motivaions inmy ministry in
seeking Christian unity hascome as my daughter, who was brought up as a member of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), maried aRoman Catholic. Andin her marriage for
mary reasons, she decided tojoin the Catholic Church (dl withmy blessing). Heven yearslater,
she and my son-indaw have given birth tothree beautiful children —thejoy of nmy life. (I will be
gad toshow pictureslater.) Andeach of them, two grandsons and a granddaughter, have been
baptized, nat into the Cathdic Church, but (as al of our traditions affirm and teach) batized into
the one holy catholic and gpostolicchurch. Asl have attended those services of baptism, they
took place in relation totheregular morning M ass. Andin each service wherethe priest
celelrated the M assand distributed the bread and wine as the body of Christ offered “to dll
believers,” it came hometomeagan that| could not officidly receive —I could not share in thet
meal — | coud not witnessto my deepest conviction that we have been made onein Christ.

My friends,it’s persona. Our division within thechurchis personal. It divides families It
bresks my heart -- and | bdieve itbreaks God’ sheart. And it denies thepower of theHoly Spirit
tobring resurrection and new life.

Sometimes peoplewill ask me, “ Robert, do youredlly bdieve that al thesedenominations and
churches will actudly come together and be one? My answerisquite smple, “Yes.” They say,
“Rabert, tha’ simpossible” | say,“| don't knowwho you are falowing as Lord and Savior, but
the Lord and Savior | follow specidizes intheimpossible.” They say, “It’snotgoing to happen
inour lifetime.” No, probably not.But it’samazing how far we have come in the past 50years11

You seeg, | believe that oneday thechurch will be visibly and authenticdly one, and tha God
will recelve the glory . Jesus prayed aprayer for our oneness and unity sothat one world might
believe, and| don’tthink God will leave that prayer unanswered.

Like agrandmother who loves dl of her gandchildren with unique intensity andy et aso loves to
see them gathered together around her dining table as asnge family, so God loves each of us
witha uniqueintersity, y e longs for us tosit togeher at a common table — as dstersand brothers
in Christ.

Thisis my prayer for this Nationd Workshop on Christian Unity —for each of the congegations
and dioceses and communions represented — that we may be onein the Apostlesteaching,
fellowship, thebregking of bread and prayer.

For me (and | hopefor you) that dream, thet vision, that passion, begins with adeep confidence
in the powe of theHoly Spirit — and it’ s persond!
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